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Captivity without Dominion, 


EXPERIMENTALLY CONSIDERED. 


— — 


a Sermon, etc, 


Romans VII. 23. 


But ISEE ANOTHER LAW IN MY MEMBERS, 
WARRING AGAINST THE LAW OF MY MIND, 
AND BRINGING ME INTO CAPTIVITY TO 
THE LAW OF SIN, WHICH IS IN MY MEM» 
LAS 


Tais celebrated Epiſtle of Paul to the 
Romans, appears, from its ſubſcription, 
to have been written by the Apoltle 
while he tarried at Corinth; and may 
be conſidered as a ſummary of all the 
grand and glorious Doctrines of the 
Goſpel; given and continued for the 
uſe and conſolation of the Church of 


Chriſt, to the end of Time. It was 


particularly addreſſed to the Church of 
God at Rome, as the beloved of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; even to ſuch, who, 
as they were effectually called by Him, 
1 were 


. 4 — - 
1228 * 


— = 
\ * 
A 
2 
A 4 > 
l - - , PRI l 
c es 


% Gr G 
' 


. 
— 


— 


k . 
* U 

4 

: : «is 
= Y - 4 
* # , 

* 
LI * 
2 E 

P - Py . « 7 18 PF "3 4 
4 = Yo * * >." F 

1 , 8988 1 144 ; A a 2 1 

7 n * 2 * 0 a "E 3 
1 * 7 . 7 * by 4" Sh * of + \ p d 4 , 

A# 4 - ; A 9 IT "ES! * bw wh F 4 U * 4 5 
INS. K * SY WF; 4 : © i 
3 $ 4 TY © 4 þ * 
& 2 x — a : wt, 2 
ry © 3 2 — 77 
— _ - — 1 0 * 


T6. - * 4 — 
* V ad £ a * 
11 — a 3. 
— 


» ——* > A wv — ren. 


F 4 CAPTIVITY WITHOUT DOMINION. 
i! 


4 


and aſſurance to the min 


ö 


were evidently the ſubjects of his grace. 
This may be obſerved by referring to 
the 6th. and 7th. Verſes of the Firſt 
Chapter of this Epiſtle: where. he calls 
them beloved of God—called to be 
Saints.“ es gd | 
The drift, or principal ſcope and deſign 
of the Apoſtle, appears to have been, to 
ſtate in a clear, and explicit manner, 
thoſe Doctrines which relate to God's 
choice of his People, and the Plan in 
which he is glorihed in their Juſtifica- 
tion and Salvation. He ſtates all as 
ariſing from the everlaſting, free, diſtin- 
guiſhing, unchanging love of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus, towards his People. He 


endeavours to ſilence every one who 


would be diſpoſed to reply —anticipates 


the objections which would ariſe in the 


minds of ſome; and, ſhall I ſay, the 


daring inſolence of others, who would 


call God to their bar, and ſay, * Who 


hath reſiſted his Will?” In the ſtate- 
ment of theſe Dottrines, he not only 


. aſſerts God's Soverergnty, but alſo points 


out the Way in which Juſtification 1s 
enjoyed in the breaſts of the redeemed; 
namely, that Faith is drawn forth into act 
and exerciſe—that it apprehends Chriſt, 


or lays hold of the bleſſings of grace 


Iſa. chap. 


revealed—and, then it a peace, reſt 
| XXVIi. 
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xxvi. ver. g. Thou wilt keep him in 


perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on 
thee.” | 


In this Chapter in particular, it may 


be obſerved, the Apoltle ſhews us, that 
though Behevers are free from the do- 
minion of Sin, it ſtill dwells in them, 
and is felt by them—1s matter of humili- 


ation and mourning before God: that, 


though Believers are not liable, nor 
ever were liable, in the proper ſenſe of 
the word, to the wrath or diſpleaſure 
of God; to that condemnation which 
follows upon tranſgreſſion, where Sin 
is charged; that, though they are free 


from every ground of charge; yet they 


are not freed from the plague of Sin. 


The whole of this Chapter ſeems to me 
tending to ſhew, as exemplified in the 


experience of Paul, the Apoſtle of Jeſus 


Chriſt, called by divine grace; a ſpeci- 
men, if I may lo ſpeak, of the 1 


ence of all the Saints; that, the fame 


ſubjects who may triumph in the Lord 


Jeſus, and in that ſalvation which flows 
through him; may nevertheleſs in the 
preſent ſtate, and to the end of their 
pilgrimage, have cauſe with him to cry, 
*O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall 


deliver me from the body of this death.“ 


With reſpect to the ſubject choſen for 


our meditation, I may ſay, it appears 


ACCORDING 


6 CAPTIVITY WITHOUT DO | 
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ACCORDING TO EVIDENCE, that it is a 
ſubject more exerciſing to the minds of 
the Children of God in general than to 
Miniſters of the Goſpel in particular ; 
for, in public we ſeldom hear it ſpoken 
of; or, but ſlightly touched upon: per- 
baps, from its being difficult to place, 
and arrange under proper heads, thoſe 
EF things between which the Apoſtle here 
makes a nice and intereſting diſtinc- 
tion -The LAW IN THE MEMBERS, 
and, the LAW OF THE MIND. Pro. 
bably it may be thought by ſome, rather 
a daring attempt of mine. But, in an- 
twer to ſuch oblervers I would reply, 1 
do not pretend to enter fully—nor do I 
pretend to arrange under their different 
* r what may come under exactly 
| and pointedly, all the different diſtinc- 
tions of the Law in the Members, and the 
Law of the Mind. To do this jupici- 
© OUSLY and FULLY, I think is NEVER TO 
| BE EXPECTED IN THE PRESENT STATE; 
= fo great and innumerable are the wind- 
ings and turnings of Sin in the Heart, 
and ſo deep and ſubtle in its operations; 
| that we cannot comprehend it. We 
. diſcover it by degrees, and painfully 
obſerve the workings of Sin in the 
Members; or what may come under 
the denomination of fuch; but we can 
neither deſtroy its powerful working, 
i Fo, Win 8 nor 
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nor fully arrange its hateſul acts: nor 
is it poſſible for us nicely to diſtinguiſh 
and draw the line, where the Law in 
the Members ends; and where the Law 
of the Mind begins. 

However, theſe conſiderations did 
not deter me, it is evident, from offer- 
ing a few obſervations upon the ſubject. 
We may perhaps improve by a few 
obſervations when we cannot fully in- 
veſtigate the ſubject. As ſuch I ſhall 


I. Attempt the diſtinction which is 
here obſervable in the Text, between 


the Law in the Members, and the Law 
of the Mind. 


II. Take notice of the painful influ- 
ence of the former lamented by the 


Apoſtle, as bringing him into captivity 
—as being ſo powerful in its operation, 
ſo great and ſucceſsful in its influence: 


Bringing me, ſaith he, into captivity 


to the Law of Sin, which is in my 
Members.“ 9 5 | 


I. I ſhall notice Fir/?, That the Law 
in the Members may be admitted to 
comprehend,” more than the mere ſenſi- 
tive powers; or thoſe which are com- 
mon to brutes. Some Perſons have 
attempted to argue as though human 
depravity reſted, if I may ſo ſpeak, only 
een N IN 
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in the workings of the corporeal part, 
or, at moſt, only as connected with the 
ſenſitive; thus leading men vainly to 
imagine themſelves no more' ſufferers 
by the Fall than the animal. But, I 
apprehend, nothing 1s more clear in the 


word of God, and of which ſolemn truth 


there is evidence every moment, that 
more was affected by Sin—by the Tranſ- 


greſſion of our firſt Parents, than our 


mere ſenſitive powers. The under- 
ſtanding is become darkneſs. We may 
find, in the ſure teſtimony of God's 
revealed Will, thoſe works are attri- 
buted to the Fleſh, frequently, which 
cannot with the leaſt propriety be- ap- 
plied to mere animal powers. Hence 


we find in this Epiſtle to the Romans 
chap. viii. dk 8. compared with Epiſtle 


to the Coloſſians chap. v. ver. 20, 21. 
ſuch as Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 


variance, emulation, wrath, ſtrife, ſedi- 


tion, hereſies* and ſo on: theſe, I Tay, 
would be improper; as apphed merely 


to the ſenſitive powers. Something 


more is intended; this 1 ſhall endeavour 
to prove; ſhewing, that both Body and 
Mind the ſenſitive powers, and ra- 
tional Soul—every- power and faculty 
of the Man, was ruined by tranſgreſſion: 
the Image of God, or moral rectitude, 
entirely obliterated. 91s * 
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According 
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According to ſome men's ſuggeſtions, 
the creature Man 1s only partially fallen. 
Be not deceived; He is altogether fallen 
—altogether depraved. As ſuch he is 
fitly repreſented in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures; in which the Holy Ghoſt has 
uſed thoſe fit and lively figures, which 
convey to our minds the full force of 
this ſolemn truth * thou haſt deſtroyed 
thyſelf.“ We are therein deſcribed as 
being dead in treſpaſſes and ſins —as 
bearing the image of the Devil, by tranſ- 
greſſion. Manx in no 1 age will 
anſwer to a better deſcription than God 
has given of him in the antediluvian 


world, or time before the flood * that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his 


heart was only evil continually... Hence 


the _ alerts, in direct contraſt to 


ſuch ſtate of total depravity, that what- 
ever real good is in us, it muſt be ſuper- 


natural—or Gop. It is God, ſaith he 


which worketh in you both to wil and 

to do of his own good pleaſure.” 
Secondly, The Apoſtle, in our text, 

more minutely enters into the diſtinc- 


tion between the Law in the Members 


and the Law of the Mind.“ Now, this 
mult be conſidered applicable to the 
Mind either as depraved, or, as renewed ; 
it cannot poſſibly apply to the former: 


for, the Mind as depraued cannot be 
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AT WAR WITH the depraved ſenſitive 
powers—1n this ſenſe, the Law in the 
Members and the Law of the Mind are 
in perfect uniſon, that is to ſay, in per- 
fect agreement there is no ſuch War, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, nor contention 
in man, while in a ſtate of nature: 
nor can he, in ſuch ſtate, experience a 
warfare between the contention of the 
Mind, and that of the Members; in the 
ſenſe of the Apoſtle in our text. So 
that, it mult apply only to the Mind as 
renewed. 8 

By the Law of the Mind, then, I un- 
e er is intended A PRINCIPLE OF 
DIVINE GRACE IMPLANTED: wy. 
ſpecifically different—entirely diſtin 
Gm what the man was, in a ſtate of na- 
ture. Be this apprehended, or enjoyed, 
ſooner or later, is no part of my buſi- 
neſs, at preſent, to enquire whether it 
be actually enjoyed by the ſubject im- 
mediately; or, whether, for wiſe pur- 
poles, the veſſels of mercy be drawn 
. through a long continued ſeries of pain, 
anguiſh and terror—1s N I Jay's 
of the important and highly intereſt- 
ing ſubject under preſent conſideration. 
But, I apprehend, as before obſerved, 
that this Law of the Mind, is a principle 
of grace implanted in the ſoul; and 
which, may be confidered as * 
A t 
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the image of Chriſt. I know of no other 
ſignification ſo proper to thoſe words 
0 the Apoſtle, recorded in his Epiſtle 
to the Coloſhans, chap. iii. ver. 10. 
where he ſpeaks of being new created 
—as bearing the image of Chriſt, his 


reſemblance—as having put on Chriſt— 


renewed in knowledge, after the image 
of him that created him: where there 
is neither Greek nor Jew, circumciſion 
nor uncircumciſion' and ſo on. 

As a Law then, this principle of grace 
may be conſidered to operate: and, I 
think, with the greateſt propriety the 
language of our text may be apphed to 
it; compared with Rom. vii. 3. They 
that are after the fleſh do mind the 
things of the fleſh: but, they that are 
after the ſpirit, the things of the ſpirit.” 
Oblſerve—the Mind in this verſe, is the 
PRINCIPLE Concerned—and, as applied 
to a principle of divine grace in the 
Soul, I conſider it agreeing with the 
language and ſenſe of our text the Law 
of the Mind' or, a principle of grace. 
So that they that are after the ſpirit 
do mind the things of the ſpirit.“ And, 
the Apoſtle obſerves in the 5th. or fol- 
lowing verſe to thoſe words, that *to 


be carnally minded is death,” and de- 


monſtratively argues the erowER and 


INFLUENCE OF DIVINE GRACE, as a prin- 


® ciple 
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ciple in the ſoul, oppoſing ſuch carnal 

propenſity ; and, that it is, in the rege- 
nerate, THE LAW OF THE MIND. 
Further, this may be conſidered in a 
two-fold point of view. (1.) As diſpoſe- 

ing the WILL. This Law of the Mind 
diſpoſes the Will—this was clearly the 

oſs with the Apoſtle, thus expreſſed in 

ver. 18. of this chapter: © To will is 
preſent with me, but how to perform 

that which 1s good, I find not.' Thus, 

1t eſtabliſhes the propoſition, that, this 
rinciple of grace, as the Law of the 

Mind has influence upon the will of the 
ſubject. There could be no dominion 
without 1t—I ſay, and will be bold to 

aſſert, there can be no dominion with- 

out it. It appears to me we might with 

as great propriety aſſert that, GRACE 

reigns, and Six reigns at one and the 

Jame time in the ſubject; as that, the 

WII L, deliberately, is ſubject to them 

both. IJ am therefore inclined to think, | 

at preſent, that a principle of divine i= 

grace in the Soul, is the Law of the 

Mind; and that, this has influence on 

the Will. To will is preſent with me. 

'Thus dominion 1s ond, inaſmuch 


| 
| 
as the will is concerned—the ſubject is 
made willing.” The conſtraining influ- : 
ence of divine grace being ſuch, that 
it operates effectually, without es 6 
, | force, 
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force, or reſtraint upon, the freedom of 
the Will. (2.) It has allo, ſo far as I can 
diſcover at preſent, ſome influence in 
what may be termed the AFFECTIONS. 
If Affections be defined, thought with ap- 


probation, then, I ſay, it is evident in a 


ſubject of grace, that his Law ot. the 
Mind” has influence upon ruis thought 
with approbation.“ The Affection I am 
ſpeaking of may be denominated /pr> 
ritual diſtinct from the more carnal 
incitements from the ſenſitive powers in 
man. Spiritual objects, are the objects 
of ſpiritual affection; nor can it be 
exerciſed upon any thing more- groſs 
than itſelf. For this reaſon we may 
obſerve, ſpiritual affection leads us to 
God, and the things of God—to con- 
template the riches of divine grace in 
the ee of Sinners—and, then the 
ſubject of grace feels at home; when 
the Law of the Mind operates on what 
is termed the affections, faith conduct- 
ing them to objects ſuitable to their 
excerciſe. ' 2 

If many perſons will harangue and 
inſiſt much, on the duty of a Men to 
love God preſume they cannot mean 
the exerciſe dg an affettion peculiar to the 
ae of a divine ines le, as the Law 
of the Mind. So hkewiſe, much is ſaid 
of the duty of loving the People of God 

; as 
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as ſuch, and His ways: though it is 
certain, mankind originally never was 
poſſeſſed of a SPIRIT UAL PRINCIPLE, 
nor diſcernment; and, of courſe, inca- 
pable of Tx1s Spiritual affection. I 
cannot, at preſent, ſee the propriety of 
ſuch We uſe of terms, to inhance 
the guilt of Man, already condemned. 
There muſt be, in thoſe acts, ſomething 
congenial between the ſubject and the 
objects. Is our afeftion, or molt ap- 
proved thought led out upon a ſpiritual 
object? then ſurely it muſt argue the 
{pring or ſubject to be ſpiritual. 
This point well underſtood is, no 
doubt, calculated to relieve the breaſt 
of many of the Children of God—exer- 
_ci{ed with involuntary thoughts of evil; 
far from the approbation of their mind— 
but on the contrary, a ſubject of grace 1s 
ready to charge his treacherous powers, 
it I may ſo call them, to be ſhll—to 
leave him to the enjoyment of divine 
and ſpiritual things: and, yet, even in 
the . upon the deciſion made 

the choice the moſt ardent deſire of 
the ſubject; theſe traitoroustheſe trea- 
ſonable powers operate againſt him; 
and, . the mind determines— while 
the will chooſes while the ſpiritual 
affections ſeem to be led out: and a 


charge given, not to. deſtroy or diſturb N- 


this 
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this happy * as Dr. Watts 
ſtates the caſe 
— e'er one fleeting hour 1s paſt 
The flatt'ring World employs, 
Some ſenſual bait to ſeize my taſte 
And to pollute my joys. 

So that the eye catches ſome objett—the 
ear hears ſomething—the fancy roves 
after ſome delufive pleaſure; and pre- 
ſently he 1s Betrayed into the hands of 
a carnal frame—he wonders where he is 
gone, and mourns the caſe before God. 
Then, hke the Apoſtle, complains © O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liver me? As if he had ſaid, how ſhall 
I be ſecure, or ſafe from theſe plagues 
of Sin? When ſhall I arrive to an un- 
interrupted enjoyment of thoſe things, 
which have the approbation of my ſoul? 
Now 'I ſee, xe. 4s Law in my Mem- 
bers, warring againſt the Law of my 
Mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the Law of Sin; which is in my 
Members.“ . | 

But here let me obſerve. I think it 
may be granted, that, what may be de- 
nominated AFFECTION; being thought 
with approbation, liking, or deſire, ſeem to 
be a medium of exerciſe both to a prin- 
ciple of grace, as the Law of the Mind, 
and: indwelling Sin, as the Law in the 
Members: only, with this proviſo.— 


Reſpecting 
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Reſpecting the former, it is ſpiritual— 
its objects are ſuitable to itſelf, and its 
end 1s, ſpiritual enjoy ments to the glor 

of God. Reſpecting the latter, it is 
carnal, and its ends propoſed are carnal 
delights. I think the Apoſtle makes this 


point clear, in his Epiſtle to the Galatians 


| chap. v. ver. 17. For the fleſh luſteth 
- againſt the ſpirit, and ſpirit againſt the 


fleſh;* and, Romans vin. 8. John iii. 6. 
The fleſh luſteth: that is, there is liking 
—a defire ſeems: to be intended. Ob- 
ſerve, there ts /u/ting. The fleſh luſt- 
eth, wills, or deſires; covets, or ſeems 
to go out in deſire after the object; 
without the concurrence of the Spirit 
or Mind. * The fleſh luſteth againſt the 
ſpirit,” and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh; 
and theſe are contrary the one to the 
other; {6 that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would. 

But, Thirdly. The Apoſtle experimen- 


tally and clearly, as in our text, diſ- 


covered the diſtinction; and, the diſtinct 
je pour of both—he had experience 
of it. It was not merely ſpeculative, 


as 2 he had faid,—I have heard of ſuch 


a thing: nor, barely allowing it to be 
admiſſible in a liſt or arrangement of 
articles in confeſſion of faith: but, the 
Apoſtle had ſenſible apprehenſion of it, 
and ſays, *I ſee it. He had painful and 
| 8 humbling 
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8 ONSTDERED. 17 
humbling experience of it, as he cloſely 
obſerved its operations; and conſiders 
one as a Law in the Members, the other 
the Law of the Mind. 

I have no doubt but many Thouſands 
of the dear People of God, have cauſe, 
eſpectally, to bleſs God for this part of 
his ſacred word: in which, the Apoſtle's 
experience as a ſubject of grace is ſo full 
related. — Toer e they ka 
found, of this nature, in them; and 
criminal inattention to God's word, have 
been ready, at times, to exclude hope, 
and ſay my ſpot is not the ſpot of 
God's children.“ But, when, in reading 
or hearing this ſeventh Chapter to the 
Romans, we conſider this as the expe- 
rience of an Apoſtle, who had been ſo 
highl de ae Saint of God—one, 
who had been caught up into the third 
heaven—one,: who had heard and ſeen 
the Lord Jeſus, ſpeaking to him from 
heaven—one, who had been emmently 
uſeful in the Church of God; and find 
this chapter ſtanding upon ſacred record 
concerning him, and this nice diſtinc- 
tion pointed out in our text: we, 
through grace, are emboldened to hope 
—and conclude, that, as the Apoſtle 
once mourned here below—he went 
through ſcenes of diſtreſs—he found a 
body of ſin and death, as we now _ 

| i an 
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and that, he is arrived ſafe to glory 
who can tell but we may alſo? Thus, 
I ſay, Thouſands have reaſon to bleſs 
God eſpecially for this part of his ſacred 
word, as relating to chriſtian experience 
zn this particular; nor do I know of an 
part of the word of God more full nd 
1 . to the point than this. 
remember to have once read * the 
life of Mr. J. Bunyan' at a time, when I 
was in deep diſtreſs of mind, and had 
been ſo for ſeveral years,—it was long 
before I could find courage to unboſom 
myſelf to any one. Meeting with this 
book providentially, the firſt queſtion, I 
remember to have ariſen in my mind, 
was * whether this was a good man? | 
thought, if I could aſcertain who John 
Bunyan' was, it would be great ſatis- it 
faction to my mind; and, whether he I q 
was a good man or not: for, I found my Im 
caſe ſo exactly deſcribed, in many par- th 
ticulars, that, if he had been a bad man, ri 


TI ſhould have no hope for myſelf: but, ¶ th 


greatly relieved to find he was a good va 


man. So now, when I read this chapter, Im 
and find it relates to the Apoſtle Paul, I th 
who was certainly a dear child of God— I dy 
a ſubject of divine grace: from my full er 
perſuaſion, that, if we are indeed the Bas 
ſubjects of grace, we ſhall find it pic- I to 
tureſque of us, individually, as though Yen 
we 
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we beheld our natural face in a glaſs; 
and ſo, adopt the language of our text 
J ſee another Law in my Members 
warring againlt the Law of my Mind.“ 

I might obſerve further: that, the 
dear children of God have found thzs, 
the Apoſile's experience, more de 
precious, as they are led into deeper diſ- 
coveries of the depravity of the Heart. 
It is nothing new, that, thoſe who are 
but young in the ways of God, often 
eſtimate their sTATE more by their pre- 


ſent ſenſation and enjoyment, than by 


their knowledge and experience in divine 
things. Their preſent joy—treſh diſ- 
coveries—new things opening to their 
perception, keep their minds now more 
intent: but, by and by theſe become, as 
it were, familiar; and they begin to 
queſtion tken, from the frame of their 
mind and abated fervour, whether ever 
they had known a change, in the expe- 
rience of a work of grace paſs upon 
them. They diſcover in them the pre- 
valence of Sin—indwelling ſin: and 
more of the depth of the iniquity of 
their hearts: upon which they are rea- 
dy to exclaim can there, in reality, be 
grace implanted in ſuch a ſinful ſubjact 
as Jam? Am I not deceived? Now, 
to theſe, the Apoſtle's declared experi- 
ence, in my text and its connexion, will 
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be moſt ſalutary and precious. And 
thus, while they read in the text, of the 
Law in the Members warring againſt 
the Law of the Mind, it gives them 
encouragement ſtill to hope and it leads 
them, though filled with fears—it leads 
them to the throne of grace for help. 


II. Conſider its painful influence, here 


. lamented by the Apoſtle. 


The Apoſtle, while he viewed, the 
Law in his Members, warring againſt 
the Law of his Mind, and making ſuc- 
ceſsful efforts, or /uffered to be fuccell- 
ful, he painfully laments it; and ac- 
knowledges that it brought him into 


_ captivity. 


Firſt. I think it may be neceſlary to 
premiſe: that, the Law in the Members 
may be defined A D1iSPOSITION TO ACT 
CONTRARY TO THE LAW OF THE MIND, 
And ſo difficult is it to draw the line, 
and ſo cloſe the connexion, that it may 
often cauſe the ſubject of grace to fear 
leſt the M1ND be affected. They cannot 
diſtinguiſh but what it enters into the 
Mind: ſo as to poſſeſs their mind—their 
will—their conſent—their approbation 
—their delight. So cloſe and nearly 
connected the Ideas ſeem; that, I be- 
heve it is impoſſible for us to diſtinguiſh 
nicely the point, ſo as to anſwer ever) 
5 objection 
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objection of an anxious enquiring mind. 
So great a variety of ways Sinihas to 
influence us in acting, that, I had almoſt 
ſaid, its manner is infinite ly diverſified, 
The term infinite' is often uſed indif- 
ferently, about trifling matters; I think 
not with truth. Infinity not being pro- 
per to creatures ſo with reſpect to the 

reateſt diſproportion which there 1s 
— one thing and another, the dif- 
ference or diſproportion cannot be infi- 
nite thus, thou h Sin may act in a moſt 
innumerable and great variety of ways; 
yet, properly ſpeaking, that variation 
is not infinite. But to return to my 
ſubject. We find the beſt and moſt 
ſatisfactory account on this head, in the 
Book of the Prophet Jeremiah chap. xvii. 
ver. 9. The Heart is decertful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked, who can 
know it? I the Lord ſearch the heart, 
I try the reins. But I ſhall deſcend to 


two or three particulars of the valt va- 


riety of ways in which the * Law in the 
Members' operates. - 

1. It operates in love fd\ this preſent * 
World.. Obſerve, this is not, in the leaſt 
degree, proper to the Law of the Mind. 
This will clearly appear, if it be admit- 
ted that 1T 1s SPIRITUAL—its circle of 
attraction is, of courſe, confined to „hi- 
ritual ob/ects; and the ſubject happy 
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22 CAPTIVITY WITHOUT DOMINION 
alone in the contemplation and enjoyment 
of. them. IT cannot be exerciſed upon 
any thing of a terreſtrial nature. The 
poſſeſſion of the greateſt things of this 
world, could give no enjoyment to the 
Soul, as renewed by divine grace: it is 
certain then, that it cannot be exerciſed 
in the love of the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father 1s 
not in him.“ We find the language and 
triumph of faith is, To me, to hve is 
Chriſt, and to die 1s gain.' Where, then, 
is the love of the world? A principle 
of grace as the Law of the Mind in 
every child of God cannot be exerciſed 
upon this; for, it is only proper to the 
Law in the Members: but, as every 
Believer is the {ſubject of both principles 
the Apoltle's caution is neceffary, Love 
not the world '—take heed of its capti- 
vating power. Thus you may obſerve 
the Apoltle Paul in his Second _— 
to Timothy, _ iv. ver. 10. ſpeaks of 
one; who, may be conſidered a ſubject 
of grace—Demas. The Apoſtle 2 
' * Demas hath forfaken me, having loved 
this preſent world.“ Yet we find, in 
other reſpects, he is highly ſpoken of. 
If you conſult the Epiſtle to the Coloſ- 
fans, chap. iv. ver. 14. and the 24th. ver. 
of Paul's Epiltle to Philemon; in both he 
is highly ſpoken of. For which * 
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I am inclined to think that, we are to 
underitand by this report Demas hath 
forſaken me, having loved this preſent 
world,” as referring more immediately 
to the Apoltle's circumſtances at that 
time; he being then in priſon; and 
thoſe who ſeemed to be eſpecially con- 
nected with him were ſubject to great 
pains, penalties and ſufferings—and, 
perhaps to death with him. Now, ſelt- 
preſervation wrought as a ſtimulus with 
Demas—he would torſake the Apoltle— 
he would depart: and, in the ſame 
verſe, the like is alſo ſaid of Creſcens, 
and of Titus: all departed. I do not 
ſpeak thus, to juſtify him, or, as though 
I would commend his conduct herein; 
but, to ſhew that, in proportion as the 
ſelfiſh principle prevailed—the Law in 
the Members wrought in him to give 
the preference to a longer continuance 
in the preſent life he had rather live 
longer, than be expoſed to death with 
the Apoſtle for the cauſe of Chriſt: 
therefore he fled —he departed — he 
went to Theſſalonica. Self-preſervation_ 
is the firſt Law in nature; and, it is 
included in the idea, and may be con- 
ſidered as often having particular influ- 
ence in producing thoſe acts, proper to 
the Law in the Members. Thus it ap- 
pears to have operated ſo powerfully, 

as 
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as to cauſe 'a good man to forſake the 
Apoſtle, under his ſufferings and impri- 
ſonment, My dear friends! we may 
conſider the man blameable in this 
nor would I attempt to vindicate him: 
but, Believer, realize yourſelf in the 
{ſame circumſtances—would you like to 
be found with a child of God in trou- 
ble, when, not gray. ef reputation 
but your /zfe is expoſed? I doubt not 
but you would find, in cloſer views, 
the interrogation realized would make 
the ſtouteſt heart to tremble; unleſs 
divine grace was abundant in its com- 


munication. The Law in the Members 


operates ſtrongly, in this reſpect, againſt 
the Law of the Mind—and captivates 
too. Hence, I conſider this man only 
as being captivated. 

2. It operates in the love of ſenſual 


. pleaſure. Here I might ner ch 


in a variety of inſtances: but I think it 
will be generally underſtood by you, 
what I mean by ſenſual pleaſures—the 
gratiſication of the ſenſual appetite : whe- 
ther it be pride, or, whether it be in any 


other ſinful defire; it will come under 


the denomination of a gratification of 
the deſires of the fleſh—the Law in the 
Members. What other gratification is 
there propoſed by us in many things, 
on which our deſires are fixed? or, our 

| thoughts 
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thoughts employed about? There 1s no 
other gratification than a ſenſual gratifi- 
cation. And, we find this to have been 
the caſe even with good men. Perhaps, 
ſome will aſk, may a good man be thus 
taken captive? I an{wer, yes. Inſtance 
the caſe recorded in the ſecond book of 
Samuel, chap. x11. ver. 9. in which God, 
by his Prophet, rebuked his ſervant 
David, as having *de/þ:/ed the command- 
ment of the Lord.' He was, at that time, 
intoxicated with his ſin—faſlt bound 
captivated. *© Wherefore haſt thou de- 
ſpiſed the commandment of the Lord, 
to do evil in his ſight? thou haſt killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the ſword; and 
haſt taken his wife to be thy wife; and 
haſt ſlain him with the ſword of the 
children of Ammon. Now therefore 
the {word ſhall never depart from thine 
houſe; becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me. 
Now here, obſerve, the thoughts—the 
1maginations—the ſenſitive powers, or 
the gratifications in ſenſual pleaſure, had 
ſo taken poſſeſſion of the man, as to 
carry him away; ſimilar to the tide, 
againſt all that would oppole—A cap- 
tive completely — © Becauſe thou haſt 
deſpiſed me—and,' taken the wife' of 
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.“ Thus 
was verified thoſe words in the Proverbs 
chap. vi. ver. 33. A wound and diſ- 
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ſhall not be wiped away.“ It ſtands 
upon record, and will continue to be a 
reproach upon the character of David, 


to the end of time. That he found 


himſelf dread/ully though not mortally 
wounded by it, is evident from his ſore 
lamentation in Pſalm li. and, a difhonour 
it certainly was. Thus it is painfully 
true, that, Sin in the Members as a Law 
may operate, and carry captive. The 
good that I/ would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do.“ 

3. It may be ſaid to operate, in mur- 
W or repuning at the diſpenſations 
of God. Obſerve, not only in the love 
of the world; and in the deſire of the 

ratification of the ſenſual appetite; 
ut, it will operate in murmuring againſt 
God. Do any aſk, who are they that 
murmur againſt God? I anſwer. Thoſe 


Vo are not content with that allotment 


which God, in his all-wiſe diſtribution, 
fends them. To exemplif this, I ſhall 


obſerve. This Law in the Members 


will thus operate and diſcover itſelf in 
the Parent; when a diſpenſation of di- 
vine providence deprives him of his 
children In the man in affluence ; when 
God 1s ſuffering riches to make them- 
ſelves. wings, and flee away: the man, 
with all his carnal prudence and fore- 
400 thought 
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thought, cannot ſtop them—they flee 
 away—they keep going, in ſpite of all 
his endeavours, and,. . . .. he murmurs 
againſt God! A good man may be ſuf- 
fered to do this, you fay! Yes, as cap- 
tivated by the Law which is in his Mem- 
bers. We have an inſtance of this kind, 
in Pſalm Ixxiii. ver. 12, 13, 14. The 
Pſalmiſt there ſays Behold, theſe are 
the ungodly, who proſper in the world, 
they increaſe in riches. Verily I have 
cleanſed my heart in vain, and waſhed 
my hands in innocency ; for all the day 
long have I been plagued and chaſtened 
every morning.“ Inverſe the 3d. of the 
ſame Pſalm, he ſays, I was envous at 
the fooliſh, when I ſaw the proſperity 
of the wicked.“ He murmured—he re- 
pined againſt God: and, in the captivity 
of his thought, called in queltioa the 
equity of God's 1 *I was 
envious at the fooliſh;' and fays ver. 5. 
They are not in trouble as other men, 
neither are they plagued hke other 
men. 15 
Secondly, I would here proceed, to 
ſhew, that captivity may be defined, an 
UNWILLING COMPULSION. A {ſubject 
forced unwillingly to fome party, is 
captivity. And, this may be done with 
ſecret bands, if I may ſo ſpeak, yet 
making the captive ſure. It „ 
— aw 
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Law in the Members: as that which 
works by coercive meaſures—power— 
fully, butfecretly—more effectual, com- 
paratively, than a cable rope in its ope- 
ration: leſs ſubject to fail in its intended 
deſigns. | 

It is the Law in the Members; natu- 
rally poſſeſſing all and every one of the 
Members—ready, as it were, to aſſiſt 
each other, leſt it ſhould fail in its ob- 
ject. It will work night and day. Not 
one of our ſenſes, I apprehend, but is 
combined, and in alliance, and may be 


conſidered as being connected to Ar- 


TIVATE, and bring us to an an 1 
compulſion. For illuſtration: if loya 
ſubjects, for inſtance Soldiers, are fight- 
ing in defence of their Country, and fall 
into the hands of the enemy either by 
ſtratagem or otherwiſe, are taken cap- 
tive; yet, their w://s are not carried 
captive they are {till loyal, and their 
allegiance the ſame to their King—their 
hearts are at home: and they are ſtill 


ready in voill, to ſhew their love to their 


Country, and to honour their King. 
Now, theſe men, thus taken captive, 
though ever ſo cloſely confined; are 
not willing ſubiects they are not under 
dominion any farther than it may be 
denominated uſurpation their hearts 
are ſtill with their prince. 1+ 190 
* * ; Thus, 
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Thus, captivity may be illuſtrated, 
with reference to a child of God: 
though, it ought to be with great caution 
we proceed, in paſſing our judgment 
when ſuch caſes come before us. When 
we ſee a ſubject of grace, or, a perſon 
for whom, in other reſpects, there 1s 
ground for ſuch concluſion, carried 
away with the force of temptation; we 


" ought not to be haſty to paſs ſentence 


upon ſuch an one—remembering that 
we are alſo in the body— let him that 
thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he 
fall.“ You may remember the caſe-of 
that highly favoured ſervant of God— 
PETER —an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chrilt ; 
whoſe heart was with his maſter : and 
we find him moſt open and willing in 
2 and confeſſing him. But, 
ow awfully was he taken captive! 
through this Law which was in his 
Members warring againſt the Law of 
his Mind. His mind was with his maſ- 

ter; and, as a good Soldier was a willin 

warrior 2 Chriſt, both before an 
after he had fallen by that temptation ; 
in which he curſed and {wore he did 
not know him. Awful indeed! you 
will ſay—but, his heart was with his 
maſter; though all ſhould deny thee, 
yet will not I.” So great was the force 
of this Law, in the heat of the tempta- 
tion 


Jo CAPTIVITY WITHOUT DOMINION, 


tion. There was nothing dehberate in 


all this—he was hurried into it. Thus 
oblerve, conſiſtent with our text, the 
Law of his Mind was not co-operating 
with the Law in his Members; but 
there was a conteſt—a war; and he was 
carried captive, in that particular, veri- 
fying my text—it being againft the Law 
of his Mind. | EVERY. 

2. The idea of being taken captive, 
ſhould be totally excluded from the 
OPERATIONS OF GRACE. Grace, in its 
operation, is no captivating power—but 
is A DOMINION in the Soul; it is the 
lawful the reigning power. Sin, in its 
operation is captivating; but, it is defi- 
cient in, or wants te Will of the ſubject. 
Grace, in its influence, is not captivating, 
becauſe it kas uniformly and deliberate- 
ly the Will of the abject. Obſerve; the 


operations of grace make willing; but, 


the operations of the Law of Sin, in 
their ſtrongeſt efforts—luſting to eoun- 
teract the deliberate choice of the Mind, 

do not make the ſubject willing: ſo that, 
though there is a Law, operating as 4 


. Law, ſhewing its power and exerciſing 


uſurped authority carrying captive: 
yet, I think it may be afferted, for the 
relief of thoſe who feel its power -N] ZO 
fear God and hate Sin, that, it is no more 
than the Law in the Members which 
_ wars 
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wars againſt the Law of the Mind, 
WITHOUT DOMINlON—though its me- 
nacing power may cauſe much trem- 
bling. We find the Apoſtle in writing 
his Epiſtle to the Philippians, chap. ii. 
ver. 12. ſpeaks of thole who had obeyed, 
nat as in his preſence only, but allo in 
his. abſence; exhorts, Work out your 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling: 
for it is God which worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of his own good 
pleaſure. 

3. That, the MIND, as applied to the 
$0UL: renewed, may be in perfect con- 
formity to the Law of God; when the 
Law in the Members painfully operates 
in rebellion againſt him: and, the de- 
praved imagination, acting in concert 
with the fenſitive powers, may operate 
effectually to carry away captive. - But 
then, here obſerve, it is zn the Members; 
and, I at preſent conceive, with refe- 
rence to a ſubject of grace, it is confined 
to them. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of this Law 
n his Members, and, the Law of his 
Mind: as much as to ſay, there is this 
difference; the /ormer is not neceſſarily 
there the latter is neceſſarily there. 
By way of explanation, left in this 1 


ſhould. not be underſtood; this Law in 
the Members, is not from a neceſſity of 
Nein nature it Was nat created there 
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it is not connatural with them: but, the 
Law of the mind, as applied to a princi- 
ple of divine grace, 1s congenial with 
itſelf, as CREATED ANEW in Chriſt je- 
ſus; and SO may be conſidered neceſ- 


ſarily the Law of the M nd; which from 


its firſt implantation in regeneration, 
has never undergone a change, nor ever 
can. 8 | 

As a principle of divine grace it in- 
vincibly operates, and has dominion in 
the Will of the ſubject; the oppoſite to 


which is aſſerted of the Law in the 


Members. A e vi. ver. 14. 
For Sin ſhall not have dominion over 
ou'—being under grace. Sin, as a 
aw, in its dominion, is an influence by 


which the Will operates to produce cor- 


reſponding acts: but, with reſpect to 
every ſubject of grace, its utmoſt is no 
more than a captivating power—it can 
never again poſſeſs the Will of the ſub- 
ject—it is but a Law, in the Members, 
not neceſſarily ſo. Man was made u 


. Tight—holy—pure; but, upon the firſt 


tranſgreſſion, all in Adam fell under the 
total dominion of Sin—the effects of 
which are dreadful. Like a powerful 
enemy invading a country, with ſuc- 
ceſs making entrance, and enatting 
Laws; which are not, properly, the Laws 
of that country; but they may be Laws 
7 in 
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in it; through captivating power and 
force: thus, as applied to the Law in 
the Members. I lee, as if the Apoltle 
had ſaid, how it 18—I plainly diſcover 
it: there is in me the company of two 
armies—there is a Law in my Members, 
painfully operating to bring mexunto 
captivity; but —as renewed by divine 
race, it is not the Law of my Mind: 
tor, in the laſt verſe of this Chapter, he 
adds With the Mind I myſelf ſerve 
the Law of God; but with my fleſh the 
Law of Sin.“ 

To conclude, The Law of Sin ope- 
rates in our SENSEs. How often does 
our eye betray us, and bring us into 
ſome evil, when, but the inſtant before, 
our minds. were engaged on heavenly 
and divine things. For inſtance, in go- 
ing to a throne of grace, ſometimes a 
Child of God may go particularly with 
expectation of commumon with God; 
when, ſuddenly ſomething catches the 
eye, or the ear—the 1magination works; 
and perhaps, even at a throne of grace 
he is taken from that ſolemn engage- 
ment, and forgets where he 1s. Thus 1s 
alone accounted for, upon this princi- 
ple - the powerful operation of the Law 
in the Members, combined againſt a a 
Fes wal of grace, or the Law of the 

ind. I would ſay farther; that it 

E operates 
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operates in its full force, clearly is ſeen, 


- 
- — - 
— — v4 bo 
— Cie Doo” — — _ . 
: 


to our Chriſttan experience. In ſpeaking 


as illuſtrated by this plain fimile: we 


cannot tell the force of a ſtream till it 
15 dammed up—thus, with reference to 
the workings of the Law in the Mem- 
bers —watch them try to feof them, 


and you will not fail to find their force: 


. before them, as ſome have done, 


ometimes in the miniſtry of the word, 


to no effect, expecting to reſtrain its 


force, the folly of it—conlider, ſay they, 

the dreadful evil of it ſee, that tempta- M 
tion which now works, and prevails, MW 
almoſt to carry you captive—obſerve i 
the conſequences of it, in ſuch and ſuch MI 


L 333 *who have gone with fcars and 


g 

roken bones all their days.“ But, alas! 
it will operate in defiance of all-Nay, 
Hell itſelf, with all its horrors conceiva- i « 
ble, were it poſſible Men could behold W " 
it; would be inſufficient to prevent its Ne 
eng; power Divine grace in its i 
influence is alone ſufficient to repel its s 
force. It operates as a Law carries all Il | 
before it, ſo far as permitted, as a Law in It 
the Members. Were it not for ſuch a t 
teſtimony as this, in God's word, we p 
ſhould be diſcouraged; with reference 


thus, I do not mean to encourage ſin—1 
know'that divine grace, in its influence 
can have no ſuch effect. It is the diſtin- 

guiſhed 
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guiſhed people of God, in this ſubject, I 


more wn horny addreſs my ſelf to this 
Morning—thole, who know the plague 
of their heart, and are plagued with it. 


My dear friends! be not diſcouraged; 
though, notwithſtanding all paſt exper1- 
ence, this Law be found ſtill to operate 
in the Members —themſelves not, being the 
ſubjects of a change for the better, even 
until death: a continual feeling ſenſe 
of which, occaſions deep humiliation 
before God; and calls for unremitted 
watchfulneſs and prayer. Hence our 


Lord's exhortation or direction—with : 


which I ſhall conclude. Matt. chap. 
xxvi. ver. 41. © Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation : the Spirit in- 
deed is willing, but the Fleſh is weak. 
The Spirit indeed is willing, as influ— 
enced by the Law of the Mind, free in 
its operation, and is the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, in Chriſt Jeſus: but the 
Fleſh is weak from the conſideration of 
the Law in the Members warring againſt 
the Law of the Mind. Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion: enter not into it, that ye be not 
carried captive by it. You and I ſhall 


be exerciſed by it, ſo long as we breathe; 


but, it is a mercy that ye enter not into 
it—like a perſon decoyed into priſon, 
x when, 


o , * 
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when, ſuddenly and unexpectedly, the 
door is ſhut upon him he becomes a 
priſoner: and, none but the LOoRD Ix- 
sus CnRisr can proclaim liberty to 
ſuch captives: giving a ſenſible mani- 
feſtation of pardoning grace and mercy 
FREELY. Iherefore, Watch and Pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation... 


155 May God the Spirit command his 


bleſſing, in the application of his word, 
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